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VETERINARY IN SoutH AFRICA. 


Our profession in South Africa continues to show 
a vitality which, considering the small number of 
its members and the difficulties of intereommuni- 
cation, is surprising. The proceedings of the 
Transvaal V.M.A., which we printed last week, 
afford new evidence of this. The meeting was well 
attended, and the principal scientific contribution 
laid before it came from no less distinguished a 
guest than Prof. Ostertag, of Berlin. Prof. Ostertag 


_had been brought out to German South-West 


Africa to investigate a serious outbreak of ovine 
disease, which proved to be sheep-pox. During a 
subsequent short visit to the Transvaal, he attended 
the meeting under notice, and gave the British 
veterinary surgeons an account of the outbreak. 
Scientifically that account is very interesting, for 
the disease, as seen in German South-West Africa, 
ran a different course from that usually associated 
with sheep-pox, and was, in fact, at first confounded 
with blue-tongue. It may also prove a very useful 
account, for it is possible, though happily not very 
probable, that the disease may reach South Africa, 
and Ostertag’s first-hand description of it and his 
methods of dealing with it will then be most 
valuable. And it may be said that Prof. Ostertag’s 

resence at the Transvaal meeting, and the address 
he delivered, afford gratifying evidence that the 
idea of international communication and co-opera- 
tion between veterinary representatives of different 
Governments throughout Africa, which first origina- 
ted at the Pan-African Veterinary Congress, is still 
in full force. 

Two other important matters, both concerning 
South Africa alone, came before the meeting. One 
is the movement to obtain a Veterinary Surgeons 
Act for South Africa, analogous to our own Act of 
1881. Steady progress is being made with this; 
and its prospects now seem far more favourable 
than when the idea of such a measure was first 
mooted a few years ago. 

The other is a scheme for “federation” of the 
South African veterinary associations, on much 
the same lines as the plan for union of our home 
societies which is now concerning us here. Per- 
haps it is because the Englishman abroad is more 
progressive than at home, perhaps because the diffi- 
culties of such a change are less marked in South 
Africa than here—but it is certainly striking that, 
so far as can be gathered from the reports, there 
seems to be no difference of opinion regarding the 
desirability of a permanent union of all the veteri- 
nary societies in the country. Some of our home 
members, might well take example from their col- 
leagues in South Africa, who will have to wait long 
to obtain the benefits, yet can foresee them, 


DISEASES OF THE TEETH. 


As a result of numerous examinations which I 
have lately made of horses’ molar teeth, on account 
of the animals being in very poor condition, etc., 
I have come to the conclusion that horse dentist 
does not occupy so much of our attention as it 
should. One has only to look at the many crude, 
heavy, and cumbersome instruments of torture that 
are used daily, to form the opinion that this 
branch of our profession is lacking in this respect. 
In the hope that interest in this subject will be 
stimulated somewhat, I record here two interesting 
cases that I have had under treatment lately. The 
first relates to irregularities in development, i.e., 
hyperdentition ; the second to diseases of the tooth 
proper—Caries. 


ADVENTITIOUS SEVENTH Moar, LowER JAw, CAUS- 
InG Oz@na. ExTRACTION—FOLLOWED BY DENTAL 


In “ Regional Surgery (Méller and Dollar), p. 
27, may be found the following sentences; “ R6 
and Dieckerhoff have seen cases where a tooth in 
the lower jaw has become so long as finally to 
penetrate the the opposite bone. The nasal cavity 
may even be pierced and a suspicious discharge pro- 
duced ; Mdéller records two such cases.” During 
the past two or three months I have had such a 
case under treatment, and was enabled at the end 
to make a post-mortem owing to the fact that she 
received a very severe kick on the hock at the 
watering trough, for which, considering her age and 
poor condition at the time, she was ordered to be 
cast and destroyed. 

Subject and history.—Chestnut Australian mare, 
foaled 1896. Date of joining Army, Feb., 1901. ° 


Lower Jaw off side, external view. 
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One entry for ‘“‘cedema,” and two for “ lymphan- 
gitis,”” during nearly 10 years’ service. A very 
difficult and dangerous mare to treat in every way, 
being a known kicker, and extremely touchy about 
the head. 

Symptoms and treatment.—Admitted on Nov. 28, 
1910, with a chronic stinking discharge from the 
off nostril. Nostrils steamed, given electuaries, etc., 
under observation. 

Nov. 30th.—As chronic stinking discharge con- 
tinued the horse was cast and the mouth examined 
with the aid of an electric torch. There was found 
a seventh molar on the off side of the lower jaw, 
protruding about 1 to 2 inches above the wearing 
surface of the other molars, and penetrating the 
gum and bone of the upper jaw behind the 6th 
upper molar on the same side; it had worn the 
posterior surface of this latter tooth like the table 
of a molar tooth. As no shears were procurable, 
an endeavour was made to chip off the protuber- 
ance, but without success, as it was the thickness 
of the tooth; but we succeeded in loosening the 
tooth and, after repeated endeavours, in drawing it 
with the aid of incisor forceps, the jaws of the 
molar forceps being too wide to grip it. 

Both compartments of the maxillary sinus off 
side were opened with a gimlet and explored with a 
director and probe, but no pus was found in either. 
Powdered alum }oz. dissolved in each bucket of 
drinking water, and mouth syringed out with Potass. 
permang. solution. Possibly some of the pus has 
silted up into the frontal sinus; if discharge con- 
tinues this will be explored to discover the source 
of the nasal gleet. Sloppy diet. 

Dec. 1st.—Bad stinking discharge from the off 
nostril, swelling over gimlet holes. Temp. 103 F. 
but feeding well. 


Dec. 2nd.—Same discharge, Temp. 101, feeds 
well. 

Dec. 3rd.—Discharge much less; if increases 
again will be cast and trephined. Given tonic 
powders composed of Iron, Nux vomica, and 
Gentian. 

Dec. 7th.—Discharge continues; so animal cast 
and maxillary sinus trephined where the two 
chambers are partitioned, and partition broken 
down; a lot of diseased material removed from 
upper ‘chamber, and some from frontal sinus above, 
good drainage from all sinuses and through nose. 

The hole made by the abnormal tooth through 
the upper jaw into the maxillary sinus was found 
to have closed up, owing to treatment with alum in 
water, and time elapsed since the tooth was 
removed. 

Dec. 9th.—A big swelling like that of a strangles 
abscess appeared in inter-maxillary space, below 
where the tooth was extracted; this was fomented. 

Dec. 10th.—Horse cast ; abscess incised and a 
lot of stinking discharge, showing diseased bone of 
lower jaw. We now had a dental fistula to treat. 
Syringed out with Iodine solutions; fomentations 
continued. Whilst the animal was down the frontal 
sinus was trephined in order to get at the diseased 
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Lower Jaw off side, internal view, 
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upper maxillary sinus, and drain it out well with 
antiseptics and hose-pipe. 

At the same time I examined with an electric 
lamp the hole left in the lower jaw bone when the 
tooth was removed, and found that it was closing 
up well: but the food still had to be removed daily. 
Possibly the blows on the tooth may have cracked 
or splintered the bone beneath, and so, in conjunc- 
tion with the food as an irritant, be the cause of the 
abscess below (at the post-mortem, made nearly 
three months later, this was found actually to have 
been the case). A lot of diseased material removed 
from the sinuses. 

Dec. 12th.—Horrible stench in box, thousands of 
flies ; no doubt about diseased bone. A solution of 
cheer-pine oil was sprinkled about six times daily on 
the horse and about the box. Holes looking quite 
healthy when plugs removed; still a discharge 
from the nose, but not so much from the sinuses, 
a good deal of discharge and smell still from the 
dental fistula. Syringed out with citrate of soda 
solution and salt. Trephine holes also syringed 
with bicarbonate of soda solution and solution of 
iodine. Horse looking very thin, fed on sloppy 
food still, with mashed oats. The mouth gag has 
caused some very bad wounds on the bars of the 
mouth, and, being a mare, there were no tushes to 
prevent this. These wounds dressed with tincture 
of myrrh. Prognosis only fair at present, 

Dec. 21st.—Doing well, discharge from lower 
opening much less; also from fistula; mild vesicant 
to jaw bone. 

Dec. 31st.—Doing well; lower opening closing 
up; discharge gradually getting less. 

Jan. 15th, 1911.—Lower — allowed to 
close; nosmell whatever ; very little discharge from 
fistula. 

Feb. 1st.—Upper opening and fistula allowed to 
close. 

Feb. 15th.—Doing very well; now convalescent, 
but improving daily, nasal gleet practically ceased ; 
case cured. Requires a period of convalescence and 
special dieting. 

March 5th.—Horse was kicked on the near hock 
sometime after being sent back to the lines. Dead 
lame, no fracture but severe ostitis; therefore, 
owing to age and condition, was cast and destroyed, 
and a post-mortem made. 

March 6th.—Post-mortem revealed the result of 
severe purulent alveolar periostitis of the off-side 
lower jaw bone around the place from where the 
adventitious tooth had been removed, the gum, etc. 
had grown over and filled up the cavity. There 
was rarefying ostitis of the bone below the cavity, 
and also signs of necrosis having occurred. There 
were four abnormal foramina on the inside, caused 
by the pus burrowing its way through the bone 
and forming a dental fistula; roughened exostoses 
had formed around these foramina as a result of the 


‘rarefying ostitis. The hole in the upper jaw 


caused by the projecting crown of this abnormal 
tooth had also healed up, but the 6th molar of the 
upper jaw showed that the adventitious tooth had 
worn its posterior like the grinding surface of a 
molar. There were also signs of extensive necrosis 
of the superior maxillary sinus above having 


occurred, owing to the chronic nasal gleet and in- 
fection which had taken place, but the gleet had 
practically ceased and the case cured before this 
other injury necessitated the animal’s destruction. 
I enclose a drawing showing the inside of the lower 
jaw right portion, also a photograph showing the 
outside of the same. The tooth has been replaced 
in these to show its position in the jaw. 


Caries oF Four Upper 
AND Goop RECOVERY. 


Subject and History.—Bay Australian gelding, 
foaled 1898, joined November, 1905. Admitted to 
hospital with a punctured wound off-fore, and in 
very poor condition on November 18th, 1910. 
Consequently his teeth were examined, as is usual 
in such cases. The 3rd and 4th upper molars each 
side were found to be in a chronic carious condition. 
His veterinary history sheet was then examined, 
and he was found to have had two entries for 
“catarrh,” one for “ ozcena,” all the off nostril, and 
three for debility, amounting for these six entries to 
396 days in all under treatment. The nearest den- 
tal instruments were telegraphed for—from Mad- 
ras, and in the meantime he was given a suitable 
diet. 

Nov. 25th, 1910.—Instruments arrived ; the horse 
was cast and chloroformed, and the mouth exam- 
ined with acetylene and electric lamps. 

Symptoms and Treatment.—The crowns of the 
3rd molars were diseased; deep, hollow cavities ; 
the diseased condition extending to the roots, and 
they were split lengthways. There was very little 
crown to be seen in connection with the 4th 
molars, but the portions that did protrude above 
the gums were very black and carious. The teeth 
were firmly embedded in the jaw, and the near-side 
tooth was more extensively diseased than the off. 
The 3rd molars were drawn with the forceps after 
some difficulty, by pieces, as they were rotten, and 
split on pressure. The 4th molars being nothing 
better than diseased fangs, the skull was trephined 
and they were punched out of the jawbone in which 
they were firmly rooted. Given alum in drinking 
water, sloppy diet, holes syringed out with sode 
bicarb. and potass. permang. solutions, and plugged. 
Food to be removed, holes irrigated with hose-pipe 
and dressed after every meal. 

After Treatment:—Nov. 29th. Very bad smell of 
necrosed bone, therefore horse again cast and pieces 
of necrosed and loose bone removed. Bone scra 
with curette and dressed with strong antiseptics, 
plugs re-inserted; continue hose-pipe and anti- 
septics. 

Dec. 1st.—Doing well, smell and discharge much 
less ; off-side closing up fast. 

Dec. 3rd.—Doing well; looks much healthier. 

Dec. 11th.—Improvement continues ; holes heal- 
ing well. 

Dec. 21st.—Plugs no longer required; practically 
closed up inside and out. 

The horse was then given a month’s convales- 
cence and extra diet, afterwards being discharged to 
duty. 1 saw him last week in the lines and he was 
then looking quite fit and well ; no one would have 
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Near SIDE. 


8rd (extracted with forceps ) 


Orr SIDE. 


3rd (extracted with forceps ) 


Sectional Drawings of Decayed Molar Teeth (actual size) Upper Jaw 


thought that he had lost four molar teeth three 
months previously. 


I attach a drawing showing condition of the teeth | 


after extraction. 
H. C. Stewart, Lieut. A.v.c. 
B.C. Lines, Trimulgherry, Deccan. 
March 30th. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


TUBERCULOSIS OF THE TONGUE IN CATTLE. 


The localisation of tuberculosis is very rare in 
cattle, and its aspects are very imperfectly known. 
Chaussé, veterinary inspector at Versailles, des- 
cribes (Rev. Gén. de Méd. Vét.) a remarkable case 
which he found at the abattoir in a four-year- 
old ox. 


V. G. Ballard, (Corpl.) 7th Dn. Gds, 


| 
The tongue showed lesions of two kinds, viz., the 
ulcerated and the submucous lesions. Two ulcers 
were present, one upon the left superior border of 
the fixed portion of the tongue, the other on the right 
lateral aspect of the portion of the organ, a little in 
front of the preceding lesion. These were ulcers of 
oval shape, measuring 2 inches by 1-5th inch. with 
jagged edges. The ulcerated portion was slightly 
prominent, and of the colour of coagulated biood, 
with some clearer yellowish portions. It was 
_covered with fleshy granulations, flattened in shape, 
_to which portions of alimentary material adhered. 
Upon incision, the ulcerated portion showed super- 
‘ficial yellowish caseous nodules, not calcareous, 
| slightly indurated and ill-defined, and extending 
'from 1-5th inch to 2-5th inch into the lingual 
muscles. 
| The submucous lesions were distinguished by the 


The animal was in fairly good condition, but was | fact that at their situation the mucous membrane 


affected with pronounced thoracic tuberculosis, and 


| was altered, wrinkled, and slightly elevated. but not 


showed lesions in the bronchi, the trachea, the | ulcerated. Their form also was round or oval, and 


tongue, and even the gastric reservoirs. 


The 
present account only deals with the lingual lesions. 


their breadth was about 4-5th inch, When they 
were incised, a partially caseous muscular tissue, 


= 
) \ 
4th (punched out) 4th (punched out ) 
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similar to that of the ulcers, was found. One of 
the lesions was upon the left side of the middle por- 
tion of the tongue; another in the same position 
upon the right side; and the third, which was 
ulcerating, was exactly at the free extremity of the 
tongue. 

Probably all these localisations were caused by 
wounds of the tongue which permitted an inocula- 
tion with virulent products coming from the bronchi 
and from the pharynx. The lesions, submucous in 
the first place, had progressed towards ulceration. 

Chaussé made a histological and bacteriological 
examination of these lesions. He found a consider- 
able number of confluent tubercles with giant cells 
and bacilli, the oldest tubercles having caseous 
centres. 

The superficial degenerated tubercles were open, 
and were discharging their contents into the 
buccal cavity. Deeper down, the younger tubercles 
became more and more isolated, and were mingled 
with muscular tissue which they compressed by 
their development. It seemed that the lesions, dis- 
aggregated continually at the ulcerated surface, 
renewed their tissue in the depth of the tongue. 

Lingual tuberculosis, the author remarks, may 
be confounded with actinomycosis and actino- 
bacillosis. The following are the chief differential 
characters : 

Tuberculosis. The consistence of the tongue is 
normal. The maxillary glands are tuberculous. 
There are no lymphatic cords upon the lateral 
aspects of the tongue. 

Actino-bacillosis. The tongue has the ‘“ wooden 
tongue” consistence. The lesions are multiple, 
small, round, projecting, ulcerated or perhaps not 
so; and there are round hemorrhagic specks which 
represent the commencement of ulcers. Lymphatic 
cords are present upon the lateral aspects of the 
tongue. The maxillary glands are affected. The 
nodular tissue is harder than in tuberculosis, but is 
less caseous ; and contains, at the centres of the 
nodules, one or more clear yellow granules of from 
1-100th inch to 1-50th inch in diameter. 

Actinomycosis. Here. again, the tongue has the 
“wooden tongue ” consistence; but the lesions are 
larger. 

Lymphatic cords and glandular lesions are not 
present. 

In doubtful cases, the histological and biological 
characteristics afford the most precise information. 
—(Annales de Méd. Vet.) 

[So little is known of tuberculosis in the tongue 
that the above-stated guide to the differential diag- 
nosis should, I think, only be accepted with con- 
siderable mental reservations.—TRANSL. | 


Tue RESISTANCE OF SHEEP AND GOATS TO 
TRYPANOSOMIASES. 


Laveran (C. R. Ac. des Sciences de Paris) pub 


lishes some important observations upon this ques- 


tion. He has found that the majority of trypano- 
somiases may be communicated to the sheep and to 
the goat, but that in these animals they only take 
slight forms—never mortal as in many other species 
of animals. The infection manifests itself at the 
commencement by slight febrile attacks, which 


would often pass unperceived were the temperature 
not regularly taken. The trypanosomes are rare in 
the blood ; and microscopic examination is thus so 
uncertain a means of diagnosis as to render the 
inoculation of experimental animals necessary to 
demonstrate the disease. 

The duration of the infection is very long—six 
months to 24 years. An animal is resistant to 
successive infections by different trypanosomes. 

Laveran concludes that in consequence of the 
resistance which sheep and goats possess against 
the trypanosomiases and the durable immunity that 
a first and often slight attack of these diseases con- 
fers upon them, the breeding of sheep and goats 
may succeed in countries where the trypanosomiases 
are endemic. Some breeds are more resistant than 
others; and it would be necessary to study, in the 
case of each infected region of country, which are 
the breeds of sheep and goats which resist the best, 
and should on that account be preferred.—Annales 
de Med Vet. 


THE SurGicAL TREATMENT OF LUXATION OF THE 
PERFORATUS TENDON. 


Luxation of the perforatus tendon of the hock can 
often be immediately reduced at the beginning of 
the condition; for the tendon can be replaced in 
position over the os calcis with little difficulty. But 
as soon as the horse lies down, the luxation re- 
appears ; so that after some time its further reduc- 
tion becomes impossible, and a permanent lameness 
remains, rendering the horse useless. 

It cannot be expected that the condition will be 
relieved by suturing the tendon to the fibrous tissues 
adherent to the os caleis, for such a suture would 
give way under the body weight. Often, therefore, 
no treatment at all is instituted. Pécus, however, 
describes (Journal de Méd, Vét.de Lyon) an opera- 
tive method of treatment which he recommends. 

In the first place he performs a subcutaneous 
tenotomy of the perforatus tendon at the bottom of 
the hock joint. By this means the abnormal ten- 
sion upon the tendon, resulting from the luxation, 
is removed. The tendon, being no longer stretched 
like a bow string, can resume its natural position. 
Pécus then sutures the skin wound, and point fires 
the whole hock joint. 

The author describes the results of one case thus 
operated upon. The day after the operation the 
horse showed a slight sinking of the fetlock and 
some tendency to abduct the hock joint. A suitable 
shoe was applied to raise the fetlock. After three 
months the perforatus was again firmly united at 
its point of section, and had resumed its normal 
function. The point of the hock alone was some- 
what broadened and deformed. The lameness had 
quite disappeared, and the horse could resume 
regular work. 

Pécus recommends this operation as being easy 
and safe. The point-firing exercises a favourable 
effect upon the healing and restoration of the tissues 
which were torn by the luxation, and has the fur- 
ther advantage of preventing too free a movement 
of the hock joint at first—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


W. RB. C. 
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ARMY VETERINARY REPORT. 
STRANGLES. 


“Tn the last annual report attention was drawn to the 
all-important question of Strangles and its prevention 
by inoculation. A brief account was given of some ob- 
servations made with different varieties of sera, and it 
was stated that the results were encouraging. 

After many observations it was ounce felt that the 
only serum to which any value could be attached was 
that manufactured by the State Veterinary Laboratory 
of the Netherlands, and through the courtesy of that 
Government and the kindness of the Veterinary Director, 
Dr. Poels, an officer (Capt. Todd, A.V.C.) was sent to 
Rotterdam to study the question of serum production. 

It is unnecessary to relate here the somewhat elabor- 
ate technique necessary for its manufacture, it suffices 
to say that following on the Rotterdam lines we have 
produced a serum which it is believed will prove of 
value. The matter being experimental, the output is 
limited, and in the meantime we are supplementing 
deficiencies by purchases in Holland. 

It seems a simple question to decide whether a given 
substance does or does not act as a preventative of 
disease ; as a matter of fact it is a complex problem 
and exact information cannot be at once obtained. It 
took ten years to establish the value of anti-diphtheritic 
serum, while protection against typhoid fever is still far 
from settled. As an example of one of the difficulties 
attending the collection of information, it is only neces- 
sary to point out that, no matter how favourable a serum 
may be in its action, time is required after its introduc- 
tion for the tissues of the body to be rendered resistant. 
An animal serumed to-day cannot be protected against 
an infection contracted a week ago, or even that to 
which it was exposed yesterday. 

Similarly, some days, we do not know yet how many, 
must be expected to elapse after inoculation before in- 
fection subsequent to inoculation is rendered harmless. 
Link up with these the inevitable differences of human 
judgment, and we are then in possession of the chief 
elements which create doubt, and render investigation 
not only difficult, but even perhaps less exact than the 
figures obtained would warrant us in supposing. In 
other words, time and only time can settle the question. 

The result of inoculation during the past year is 
wholly favourable. Only one variety of serum has been 
used, viz., that purchased from Rotterdam, or cultivated 
on the lines adopted in Holland. 

The following are the results of 241 inoculations 
carried out by the same observers, and as far as possible 
= similar conditions in the Remount Depét, Wool- 
wich :— 


Total number inoculated 241 
Subsequently affected with strangles 31 
Deaths 2 


In this case 12°8 per cent. of the animals contracted 
the disease, while the mean proportion of horses attacked 
in the Depét during the four years 1906-1910 was 12°5 
per cent. 

From this it might appear that inoculation was of no 
value as a protection, but an examination of the figures 
shows that out of the 31 horses affected, 21 of them 
were either affected at the time of inoculation or within 
seven days of the operation being performed, while ten 
were affected between the eleventh and thirty-fourth 
day after inoculation. It is considered that pa these 
ten should be regarded as failures to protect, the 21 
cases occurring up to the seventh day may safely be re- 

rded as infected prior to inoculation. Still, the fact 
is indisputable that certainly 4 per cent., and perhaps 
more, were not protected ; in one case infection resulted 


at the thirtieth day, in spite of five previous injections 
with serum at various intervals. 

The incubative period of strangles is still not experi- 
mentally settled, it probably lies between the seventh 
and tenth day, but that it may be considerably pro- 
longed is undoubted. In the above case this ho 
though not suffering from “open” strangles until the 
thirtieth day after inoculation, was no doubt systemati- 
cally infected some time before. 

On turning to the clinical history of the case it is 
found that a bad catarrh was recorded on the day of 
inoculation, and so doubtful did the case appear that 
the serum was repeated the following day, again three 
days later, for the fourth time three days after the third 
inoculation, for the fifth time a week after the fourth 
inoculation. Evidently, therefore, this horse was affec- 
ted from the first, though “open” strangles did not 
declare itself for thirty days. 

In spite of these facts the case is credited as a failure, 
for the reason that it cannot be proved that ample op- 
portunity was not given the serum to prevent or abort 
the attack. 

In a second series of observations, 239 horses were 
inoculated with serum. The conditions were the same 
as in the first series, and the same officers* carried cut 
the experiments. 

In this series 50 horses out of 239 developed strangles 
or 21 per cent., an unusually high proportion—in fact, 
nearly double the average. It is evident that in this 
series the serum was very highly tried, and in order to 
ascertain whether it was of any use the date of infection 
of these fifty cases must be examined :— 


Affected within 8 days after inoculation 17 


” 9 ” ” 2 
” 11 ” ” 1 
” 14 ” ” 2 
” 15 ” ” 13 
” 16 ” ” 4 
” 19 ” ” 1 
” 20 ” ” 2 
” 23 ” ” 2 
” 28 ” ” 3 
” 30 ” ” 1 
” 53 ” ” 1 
” 73 ” ” 1 


The horses which ae strangles within 8 days of 
inoculation were no doubt already infected, but the 33 
horses affected between the 9th and 73rd day after inocu- 
lation must be regarded as failures, if it can be shown 
that there is good reason for considering them free from 
disease at the time of inoculation. 

There is no doubt that it is heavily handicapping the 
serum to fix eight days as the period of incubation of 
strangles, but this has been done intentionally in order 
to avoid presenting the matter in a too favourable light. 
Adopting the eight days’ standard, the serum failed to 
protect 33 horses out of 50 attacked, and if this is actu- 
ally the case, serum inoculation as a preventive receives 
a severe set back. 

It is not possible to say positively that the serum 
failed in ohh theee horses — to the difficulty of 
knowing whether they were free from strangles infection 
at the time of inoculation, and further to the quite un- 
doubted fact that many horses are affected with the 
disease without showing any other external sign than a 
catarrh. 

We must, therefore, examine the daily observations of 
these 33 horses, in order to ascertain their apparent state 
of health. 

The records show that in the above 33 cases only six 
were noted as free from catarrh up tothe time of develo 
ing the abscess, and these cases are undoubtedly 
failures. The twenty-seven remaining horses are shown 


April 22, 1911 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 683 


in the records as affected with catarrh, and the periods 


at which the disease was noted are important :— 


On day of inoculation 3 cases were observed. 
2nd day after inoculation 4 cases were observed. 


3rd 1 case was 
4th 2 cases were __,, 
5th » ” 4 ” ” 
6th ” ” 3 ” ” 
7th ” ” 6 ” ” 
9th 1 case was 
10th ” ” 1 »” 


” 
Later, 2 cases were ,, 


It is necessary to remember that in none of the above 
cases did the catarrh disappear until strangles developed 
and ran its course: theretore it seems fair to assume 
that the preliminary catarrh was associated with 
strangles infection, and if so 25 out of the 27 cases were 
infected within ten days of inoculation, though they did 
not give external manifestations of the disease for some 
time later. 

In brief, we have in this second series 239 horses 
yielding 50 cases of strangles, and of these 54, only six 
can be shown to be in all probability free from disease 
at the time of and for some days subsequent to inocula- 
tion. Consequently in these six cases the serum failed 
to be of any benefit. The remaining 44 cases either 
developed the disease in so short a time after inocula- 
tion, or suffered from a preliminary catarrh which sub- 
sequently ran concurrently with the disease, as to lead 
one to believe that the serum did not work under 
favourable conditions. That, at any rate, is a fair con- 
clusion to be drawn from the results, though my personal 
bias inclines me to regard these cases in the main as 
failures to protect. 

The next question to deal with is whether serum in 
the treatment of the affected is of any value ; and on 
this point there is almost a general concensus of opinion 
that under its influence the cases are milder, that the 
horses remain brighter and feed better, and that the 
character of the discharge from the abscesses becomes 
favourably altered and reduced in quantity. These are 
valuable assets. 

There are some who, with good reason, consider that 
the protection of horses against strangles is not desir- 
able unless the protection is permanent. The introduc- 
tion of strangles on mobilization must always be borne 
in mind, and its spread at this time among troop 
horses which had lost their protection is a question 
which could not be disregarded. 

lf, therefore, Rotterdam serum helps the sick to 
make a better recovery, a distinct advance has been 
made, and on this point we are inclined to give a 
positive assurance, both from clinical observation and 
statistical enquiry. The death rate in the Remount 
Depot, Woolwich, has improved. Calculated on the 
number of admissions, it was as follows : 


1907-08 4°35%. 
(No serum in use). 
1908-09 2°80%. 
(Several sera used in treatment during the year). 
1909-10 1°80) 
(Rotterdam serum exclusively in use). 


oF 


It is possible the strain of virus during 1908-9 and 
1909-10 may have been milder, but at present there is 
no evidence to show that the improved death rate is not 
due to the method of treatment adopted, and coupled 
with the clinical observations of improved appetite 
and brightness, the credit is accordingly given to the 
serum. 

Another important question is the influence of serum 
treatment in the prevention of “roaring” following 
strangles. On this point there appears to be good reason 
for thinking benefit has been derived. Some figures 


might be quoted which would give striking support to 
this view, but it is considered at present better to allow 
more time to elapse before forming a definite opinion 
regarding the “ wind,” as “roaring” may follow months 
after an attack of strangles. 

_ In the meantime, those best qualified to judge of this 
important question are clearly of opinion that it acts as 
a preventative of roaring. 

Efforts have been made, by Captain Todd, at the Army 
Veterinary School to produce a vaccine for strangles, 
with the object of hastening the cure in protracted 
cases of the disease. 

The substance produced is obtained from a pure culti- 
vation of the organism of the disease and has been desig- 
nated “Stranglene.” 

At present the feeling with regard to the value of 
this substance is one of doubt, but that may be 
due to the fact that the question of dose has not been 
settled with exactitude. It may be a mere coinci- 
dence, but the first case on which this vaccine was tried 
was apparently, in spite of serum, in a hopeless condi- 
tion from strangles, and was about to be destroyed. 
Under stranglene it made immediate improvement and 
uneventful recovery. 

As compared with serum, stranglene takes less than 
one-third of the time to produce, and is far cheaper. 

Pneumonia and strangles run hand-in-hand, and 
attempts are being made to improve the treatment of 
the former disease. A curative serum has been tried, 
also the daily injection of salt solution into the veins. 
The results in the few cases submitted to this treatment 
are so far satisfactory. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 

VETERINARY SOCIETY. 

The thirtieth annual meeting was held at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion Square, Lon- 
don, on March 30th, when the President, Mr. Walter 
Burt, Junr., of Brighton, took the chair. Others who 
signed the attendance book were Messrs. A. H. Archer, 
Southsea ; E. W. Baker, Wimborne ; G. W. Bloxsome, 
Hove ; W. Caudwell, Chertsey ; W. Hunting, London ; 
H. Leeney, G. H. Livesey, Hove ; A. Maynard, Bourne- 
mouth; 8. H. Slocock, Hounslow; J. Alex. Todd, 
Worthing ; and R. F. Wall, London. 

Apologies at inability to be present were announced 
from Col. F. Duck, Major-Gen. Fred. Smith, Professors 
Hobday and Gofton, Messrs. R. Burt, A. L. Butters, 
C. J. Callow, W. A. Collins, W. Coveney, W. A. Della 
Gana, H. Edie, H. H. Jeffries, J. B. Martin, F. Marks, 
J.C. Munby, P. Perkins, W. Shipley, C. H. Spurgeon, 
win” Stuart, R. A. Thrale, M. fe, White, and A.C. 

ild. 

On the proposition of Mr. E. Whitley Baker, seconded 
by Mr. Bloxsome, the minutes of the last meeting, as 
published in 7he Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and confirmed, and it was also decided on the proposi- 
tion of Mr. Bloxsome, seconded by Mr. Caudwell, that 
the rules of the Society should be taken at read. 

The Hon. Sec. reported that as requested at the last 
meeting he had written to Mr. Perkins, of Hastings, ask- 
ing him to reconsider his decision to resign, and he was 
me to say Mr. Perkins had consented to withdraw 

is resignation and continue a member. (Hear, hear.) 

A letter was read from Mr. R. Porch, of Bristol, ten- 
dering his resignation, but stating that he should always 
retain the warmest interest in the well being of the 
Society. 

Mr. CAUDWELL proposed that they should make 
another effort to retain the latter member. Mr. Porch’s 
subscription and interest will be a great help to the 


Society even if he could not attend any of their 
meetings. 
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Mr. E. Wuittey Baker seconded the proposition that 
Mr. Porch should be written to again, and this was 
unanimously agreed to. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Royal 
College acknowledging the receipt of 2 copy of the re- 
solution which the Society had passed at its last meeting 
respecting the placing of veterinary surgeons on the 
same footing as the members of the sister medical pro- 
fession with regard to the payment of petrol and motor 
taxes, and stating that the Council of the College had 
copteenee a deputation to wait upon the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer with regard to this matter in October 
last, but that up to the present they had been unable to 
get permission for the deputation to be received. 


THE SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS. 


The PrestpENT asked the views of the members re- 
specting the appointment of a delegate or delezates, the 
consideration of which had been adjourned from the 
previous meeting. Personally, he was rather doubtful 
whether they got sufficient value for the money they 
spent in sending delegates to all these conferences. He 
did not mean to infer that they did not get excellent 
reports from the gentlemen who represented them, but 
anyone who wished could obtain a full report of the 
proceedings afterwards, and it was a question whether 
it was worth the expense to send delegates. The 
expenses of delegates last year he understood came to 
about £12. 

Mr. E. Wuirtey Baker thought they would all admit 
he had always supported any project for the advance- 
ment of their Society or the henefit of the profession, 
and he thought they ought to subscribe to as many 0 
these Societies as they could. But when it came to the 
sending of delegates he was quite at one with the Presi- 
dent that they did not get value for their money. Dur- 
ing the past year their expenses had been £33 11s., and 
out of that he had had to pay £12 12s. for delegates 
expenses. Their membership was roughly speaking 
about 70, which brought them in say £30 a year, and if 
they were going to pay delegates expenses to the tune of 
ten or twelve guineas a year they would soon be in any- 
po but a satisfactory financial position, and they 
would not be able to do what he hoped to see the Society 
do get a good supply of instruments for the use of the 
members. He proposed that they subscribe a guinea, 
but that they do not appoint an official delegate to attend 
this Conference. 

Mr. Maynarp: I suppose that will not prevent us 
appointing delegates on any future occasion, and in 
that case I shall be pleased to second Mr. Baker’s pro- 
position. 


Mr. Baker added that by subscribing a guinea any 
member who liked to attend could do so at his own 
expense. 

r. MayNnarD: I confess I would much sooner see 
the Society possess a good set of instruments myself. 

Mr. Baker’s proposition was to. 

Mr. J. T. Fier, of Horsham, who was proposed by 
Mr. Smith, and seconded by Mr. Todd at the last meet- 
ing, was elected a member. 

Vr. J.G, Tart, of Christchurch, was nominated for 
yO eee by Mr. E. Whitley Baker, second- 
ed by Mr. A. Maynard. 


Report By Hon. SECRETARY. 


Three meetings of the Society have been held during 
the past year, viz., at London on the 31st March, at 
Brighton on the 9th September, and at London again on 
the 7th December. The attendance book shows the 
following numbers : 10, 30, and 70 respectively, or an 
average of 36°6 per meeting as compared with 18°5 for 
four meetings in the previous year. This satisfactory 
record is no doubt largely due to the interesting demon- 
stration given by Prof. Hobday at our last meeting, and 


in this connection the thanks of the members generally 
are not only due to Prof. Hobday, but also to Messrs. 
C. W. Howard, Dorking ; W. D. Wallis, Barnet ; and 
Reg. F. Wall, London, for kindly providing the subjects 
for operation. At the Brighton meeting the President 
hospitably entertained not only the members of the 
Society but also the visiting veterinary delegates to the 
Sanitary Institute Congress held in that town. The 
annual dinner was held at the Holborn Restaurant on 
December 7th, when a company of some thirty assem- 
bled. The Society now comprises seventy-three mem- 
bers (including officers) and six honorary associates. 
Four new members have been elected during the year, 
and for the second time — my seven years as hon. 
secretary an obituary list is happily absent, though I 
am sorry to report that we have lost two members by 


resignation. 
J. ALEx. Topp, Hon. See. 


Report By Hon. TREASURER. 


Mr. E. WurtLey Baker stated that they began last 
year with a balance in hand of £39 8s. 104d. Since then 
he had received £34 2s. 8d. in subscriptions and entrance 
fees, and another guinea that afternoon. Their ex- 
penses had amounted to £33 11s., so that they finished 
up with a balance in hand of £41 0s. 74d. This, he 
thought, they would all admit was very satisfactory, but 
what was not so satisfactory to himself was the fact 
that there was a sum of £42 19s. 6d. owing to the 
Society, and he was afraid that out of that he could only 
hope to get about £6. The question arose as to what 
they ought to do with these gentlemen who were so 


f | badly in arrear. 


The PresipENT : Surely several of the names you have 
mentioned are good. 

Mr. Baker: I only wish I could think so, but 
although they have been repeatedly written to they have 
not taken any notice of my letters. On the other hand 
I had one instance where a gentleman paid up six 
guineas, 

Mr. Livesey suggested that they should passa resolu- 
tion to notify the gentlemen referred to that unless their 
arrears were paid by the next meeting their names 
would be struck off the list of members ; but it was 
pointed out that if this course was taken it might mean 
the loss cf many subscriptions which would be got in 
eventually, and in the end it was decided to let the 
matter rest for the present. 

The PRESIDENT, in commenting on the reports, re- 
marked that he thought both were very satisfactory, 
and on the proposition of Mr. Bloxsome, seconded by 
Mr. Archer, they were formally received and adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The President.—Mr. ARCHER proposed the name of 
Mr. Livesey, the senior Vice-president. 

Mr. Livesey said that if he might be allowed to stand 
down for a year he would prefer it, because he did not 
think it would altogether be for the welfare of the 
Society that two men from the same town should 
ae the chair two yearsin succession. Mr. Burt had 
filled the office during the past year, and he thought it 
would be much better if they could get some one from 
another part of the district to hold the office this year. 
They did not want to let the impression get about that 
the Society was at all localised in Brighton. 

utely wished to be passed over, he would like to pro 
the name of Mr. Hunting. (Hear, hear.) it 

Mr. WatL: I beg to second that. 

The PrestpENT: I must say myself I think it is an 
exceedingly good idea. 

Mr. Huntine : I can see a lot of reasons to the con- 
trary. (Laughter.) 


® The Presipent: The question is not what reasons 
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ou can advance against it—the question is, would you 
be willing to stand Mr. Hunting? Iam sure it will be 
the unanimous wish of the members that you should 
accept the office, and I think in these circumstances you 
might see your way to sink a little of your own disincli- 
nations for the good of the S ciety and our pleasure. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Stocock : I should put the proposition Mr. Pre- 
sident, and we can hear what Mr. Hunting has to say 
afterwards. (Laughter.) 

The proposition was then put to the meeting and car- 
ried unanimously amid hearty applause. 

Mr. HunTING, in acknowledging the compliment, re- 
marked that he could not decline the office—applause— 
adding “ but I feel it is an overwhelming honour.” 

Vice-president.—Mr. H. Smith, of Worthing, retired 
by rotation, It was mentioned that Mr. Smith had 
intimated his intention, if he could have been present, 
of proposing the name of Mr. Pugh, but on the proposi- 
tion of Mr. Whitley Baker, seconded by Mr. Caudwell, 
it was decided to follow the usual practice and elect the 
retiring President, Mr. Walter Burt, Mr. Baker obser- 
ving that he was sure Mr. Pugh would not mind waiting 
another year. 

Hon. Treasurer.—In proposing the re-appointment of 
Mr. E. Wuittey Baker, Mr. Archer Ace that Mr. 
Baker had done wonderfully well, and he did not think 
they could possibly improve on him. 

Mr. Stocock seconded, and the proposition was at 
once to. 

Mr. Baker, in briefly acknowledging his re-appoint- 
ment, observed that he would be pleased to take on the 
office again for another year, although as a fact he really 
did very little of the work. His brother-in-law did most 
of that for him and he (Mr. Baker) got the honour. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. J. A. Topp was unanimously 
re-elected, on the proposition of Mr. Wall, seconded by 
Mr. Bloxsome, the President observing that it was un- 
necessary for them to eulogise Mr. Todd’s abilities, as 
they were well known to them all. 

Mr. Topp, in reply, said that he was very much 
obliged to them. He had had serious thoughts of re- 
signing, because he found the work rather a tie at times, 
and he would not mind it so much if he had more 
volunteers with papers. He noticed that some of their 
members found time to write articles or notes for the 
saagaene yd een, and if they would only drop him a 
line and let those papers be read to the Society first it 
would be a great help to him personally, and it would 
also no doubt be the means of eliciting an interesting 
discussion on the part of their fellow members. 

Committee.—-The President, Hon. Secretary, Hon. 
Treasurer, and Messrs. Livesey, Pack, Wall, and R. 
Roberts were again constituted the Executive Commit- 
tee on the proposition of Mr. Slocock, seconded by Mr. 
Caudwell. 

Southampton and Portsmouth were suggested for the 
next meeting, and it was eventually decided on the 
proposition of Mr. Archer, seconded by Mr. Baker, that 
the next meeting should be held at Portsmouth about the 
end of June, the actual date being left to the President 
and Hon. Secretary. 


RESULTS OF OPERATIONS AT Last MEETING. 


The Hon. Sec. explained for the information of the 
meeting that the three subjects referred to were sent in 
7 Mr. Wallis, of Barnet ; Mr. Wall, of London ; and 

r. Howard, of Dorking. Mr. Howard had written him 
stating that he hoped to be present at that meeting, but 
he did not say anything about the horse. 

Mr. Wallis had written him that he had not had an 
opportunity of testing the horse since the operation as 
the animal had done nothing in the meantime, but that 
if he could let them have any definite information in 


time for that meeting he would communicate with Prof. 
Hobday over the ’phone. 

Mr. Wall had written that the horse in which he 
was interested still made a little noise, but that as far 
as he could learn it was only when driven very fast and 
at heavy work. Prior to the vperation the animal was 
to all intents and purposes useless for carriage work. 

Mr. WALL, in supplementing the contents of this 
letter, remarked that the animal first went to work on 
the 14th February, eight weeks after the operation. At 
first it was only given about an hour’s walking exercise, 
but was afterwards put on to a job in the neighbourhood 
of Putney. The animal he clioved was now working 
regularly in a carriage round about Putney and Wim- 
bledon, where there were a good many hills, and in 
ordinary work the people said they could not detect the 
slightest noise on the box, so that it appeared to have 
been a very successful operation. If the Society would 
like to see it he had no doubt he could arrange for a 
test of his subject in the members’ presence the next 
time they met in London. 

The Presmpent: That will be a very A og idea I 
think, and I am sure we shall be glad if Mr. Wall will 
see to it. 


Tue Drarr AMENDED RULES FOR THE PROPOSED 
AMALGAMATION OF VETERINARY SoOcIETIES. 


The PreEsipENT suggested that they should take the 
most important rules seriatim, and that they should ask 
Mr. Hunting to explain the objects and intentions of 
them. He noticed, for instance, that in the first rule it 
was proposed that the name of the Association should 
be the National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland. Perhaps Mr. Hunting could tell 
them why it was proposed to include the word medical. 
Surely National Veterinary Association would have been 
sufficient. 

Mr. Huntrne: I can only say it was put in to please 
three or four Societies whose support we were anxious 
to get. The Irishmen in particular were very strong on 
the inclusion of the word medical. 

The PresmpENT: Personally I have a great objection 
to the inclusion of that word. 

Mr. Maynarp: I must also say myself I should like 
to see it omitted. 

Mr. Siocock remarked that it was evidently a very 
strong point with the Irish vote. He believed in Ireland 
the veterinary surgeons got classed as medical prac- 
titioners, and as such obtained certain privileges, and if 
that was so they could understand their wishing to 
retain the word in the title of the new Association. ) 

Mr. ARCHER thought it would bea great mistake to 
drop the word medical. 

r. Stocock : And I say, Drop it. 

Mr. Livesey moved and Mr. WALL seconded, “ That 
in the opinion of that Society the word medical should 
be deleted from Rule I.” 

Mr. ARCHER proposed that the word be retained, but 
Mr. Stocock pointed out that that was a direct negative. 

The Presmpent: I think the best plan will for 
some one to move that the draft rules be approved, and 
then all these suggestions can be dealt with as amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Livesgy : Very well, if some one will do that my 
proposition can be treated as the first amendment. 

Mr. HuNTING intimated that he would propose 
formally that the rules be accepted, and Mr. ARcHER 
said he would second that. . 

Mr. BAKER remarked that he was not at all sure the 
word veterinary could not include medical. Personally 
he see not see any objection to the inclusion of the word 
medical. He agreed with the President that they did 
not want to tack themselves on to the medical pro- 
fession, but if being classed as medical practitioners was 
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going to do them any good he did not see why they should 
not take advantage of it. Exemption from the 
liability to serve on juries, for instance, was a matter 
he had been agitating for for years, and if the inclusion of 
the word medical was going to help them in this respect 
he willingly supported it. 

On being put to the vote, Mr. Livesey’s amendment 
to delete the word medical from the name of the 
Association was carried by five to four. 

Passing on to consider the objects of the Association, 
Mr. Huntine explained that the third method “by 
granting sums of money out of the funds or otherwise 
assisting divisions or branches in the provision of 
scientific demonstrations and lectures, for investigating 
animal diseases, or in any other manner promoting 
veterinary science,” had been arranged for this reason. 
Sometimes a local Society might get a little slack, and 
want a good paper or demonstration to liven things upa 
bit, and under this rule by applying to the Central office 
they would be able to get it. Sub-section four, “ By 
the formation, if deemed desirable, of ethical Committees 
by the Branches for the consideration and settlement of 
professional differences, was new, and the idea of putting 
this in was that it might lead to the different Associ- 
ations or Branches settling minor questions affecting the 
behaviour of their own members among themselves with- 
out going to the Registration Committee. 

The PRESIDENT thought this would be creating a very 
dangerous precedent, but 

Mr. HuntTINe pointed out that the clause was qualified 
by the use of the words, if deemed desirable. 

Mr. Livesey proposed that in the opinion of that 
Society the inclusion of section four of rule two was un- 
necessary, as the powers referred to were already vested 
in the Registration Committee, and this was seconded 
by Mr. Stocock. 

Mr. E. Wuittey Baker however favoured the reten- 
tion of the clause, and on a show of hands being taken, 
the voting was found to be equal, five for and five 

inst the amendment, whereupon the President gave 
his casting vote in favour of Mr. Livesey’s amendment. 

Some little discussion afterwards took place on the 
proposed rules relating to the constitution of the 
Association into divisions and branches, and the amount 
and method of payment of the subscriptions, but there 
were no more amendments moved, and on the proposition 
of Mr. Huntine, seconded by Mr. ARcHER, the draft 
rules as amended by the two previous propositions were 
then agreed to. 


SOME DEBATABLE POINTS OF 
UNSOUNDNESS IN HORSES. 
GERALD BLOXSOME, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, —It is not my intention 
this afternoon to inflict upon you a long, wearisome 
paper, but it occurred to me that by beens before 
your notice a few of what I think debatable points of 
unsoundness, I might provoke a discussion and an 
interchange of opinions, which is such an invaluable 
result of these happy professional gatherings. 

And first of al lot me quote the rule as to unsound- 
ness. 

The rule as to unsoundness is, that if at the time of 
sale, the horse has any disease, which either actually 
does diminish the natural usefulness of the animal, so 
as to make him less capable of work of any description ; 
or which in its ordinary progress, will diminish the 
natural usefulness of the animal; or if the horse has 
either from disease (whether such disease be congenital 
or arise subsequently to its birth) or from accident 
undergone any alteration of structure that either actuall 
does at the time, or in its ordinary effects will diminis 
the - jes usefulness of the horse, such a horse is un- 
sound. 


Soundness is another matter altogether. When we 
say that a horse is sound we mean that he is free from 
disease. The first point which I would draw your atten- 
tion is one that is common to every horse of four years 
old and upwards, namely splint. 

You cannot legally give a certificate stating a horse to 
be sound when a splint is present, although it is fre- 
quently done. 

Neither is it permissible to sell a horse with a 
splint as a sound horse ; for the seller isin such cir- 
cumstanees liable to an action at law, and to being com- 
pelled to take the horse back. If he says he believes 
the horse to be sound, that is another matter, and he 
cannot then be compelled to take the horse back. 

But the question in my mind is, should the presence 
of a splint constitute unsoundness. We all know that 
whilst a splint is in process of formation, lameness may 
and probably does exist, but when once compact bone 
tissue is formed, there is no more fear of such recurring, 
or of the horse’s usefulness being in any way impaired. 

Then again a good deal is made of the position of a 
splint, but when once formed, and the horse goes sound, 
I do not believe it makes the slightest difference where 
it is placed. Personally I would rather buy a horse with 
a splint than one without, for I believe that I should be 
obtaining the more valuable animal of the two. 

The next defect for our consideration is Sidebone, one 
of the scheduled hereditary unsoundness on the list of 
the Royal Commission on Horsebreeding. Clearly a 
horse with a sidebone, according to present law, cannot 
be_deemed a sound horse ; still hundreds of horses so 
affected are at work to-day, and their usefulness is not 
impaired on account of their being so affected. 

well remember when at College, being astounded by 
a particularly bold statement from Professor Macqueen, 
“that he had never seen a horse lame from sidebone.” 
At that time it was difficult for me to believe this ; 
to-day I can honestly say, that where a sidebone is so 
far formed that one can positively state that it is 
present, | have never seen a horse suffering lameness 
from it. 

That horses do go lame from sidebone during the 
the process of the replacement of the lateral cartilage by 
bone is, I believe, quite possible, but who is able to say 
positively when this is the case ? 

There is absolutely nothing to see ; no heat, no point- 
ing, no alteration in the shape of the foot, perfect 
flexibility of the cartilage above the coronet, yet the 
lameness is there, persistent, and hidden in obscurity. 
It is reasonable to presume that in such a case, the re- 
placing of a comparatively soft material, such as 
cartilage, between the sensitive laminae and the pedal 
bone, by a hard unyielding substance such as bone, must 
cause pain and consequent lameness. When, however, 
this change has extended throughout the entire extent 
of the cartilage, so that it is easily discerned by palpation 
above the coronet, it is complete below ; the inflam- 
matory condition has subsided, the parts have become 
adapted, and there is nothing to cause lameness. Cer- 
tainly the presence of an upstanding piece of bone above 
the coronet does not cause it, as we can see by noticing 
the many hundreds of horses affected and in ) Bee work 
every day, and who g° perfectly sound. I think those of 
—_ who are in the habit of examining carthorses will 

r me out in this. 

Take for instance those firms who, when replenishing 
their studs, are careful only to buy horses not less than 
four years of age, and free from sidebones, and watch 
those horses during their years of service, and you will 
find that at least 50 per cent. develop sidebone, unbe- 
known usually to their owners, and without showing 
lameness or impairing their usefulness. 

Amongst hunters sidebone is of course not so common, 
but I have never seen a hunter with pronounced side- 
bones lame from them, and I can to mind many 
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instances of brilliant performers keeping perfectly sound 
with large sidebones. 

The conclusion therefore that forces itself upon me is, 
that although we must clearly class sidebone as an un- 
soundness, still in the state that we are able to recognise 
it, it does not cause lameness. That it may cause lame- 
ness in the earlier stages is quite probable, and it is 
reasonable even to attribute many cases of obscure lame- 
ness in the foot, to incipient sidebone. 

Another point that often causes differences of opinion 
is a lumpy conformation of the distal extremity of the 
Os suffraginis, which is so often confounded with ring- 
bone. It is not the result of disease, and should not be 
classed as an unsoundness. It is generally seen in well- 
bred horses, such having but little connective tissue 
between the skin and the bone, and consequently the 

rominences show up more distinctly ; but any class of 
cn occasionally shows this conformation. When 
resent at all, it usually shows to some extent on all four 
imbs, so that we should not fall into the error of mis- 
taking it for true ringbone, but I have done so myself I 
know on more than one occasion. 

In examining at shows for hereditary unsoundness this 
is a particularly important point, and is explanatory of 
the Reet of particular horses being passed as free from 
hereditary disease at one show, and being crabbed at the 
next. It is unfair to the owner, causes a great deal of 
bitterness, and sometimes personal animosity, and is 
certainly a point on which we should have an uniformity 
of opinion. 

True ringbone, where the joint is involved, always 
causes lameness, but every enlargement round the 
neighbourhood of the coronet is not necessarily a ring- 
bone, and I think we should be far more careful than 
we very often are in applying the term promiscuously 
to every coronary enlargement. 

The last point that I intend referring to is perhaps the 
most important of all ; itis what we may call “spurious 
spavin.” Ihelieve it to be a fact that more horses are 
“crabbed ” for imaginary spavins than for anything else. 

There seems to be a rooted idea that a state of sound- 
ness can only exist with absolute symmetry, which I 
cannot regard as a right or proper inference. 

Take the human body, for instance, how many of us 
are there I wonder who have a pair of anything: we have 
two arms, two legs, two eyes, etc., but they are very 
seldom symmetrical. Similarly with horses we often 
find differences of conformation not the result of disease 
at all, and not unsoundnesses. Probably one of the 
commonest is extra development of the ridge of the 
cuneiform magnum. Now the extra development may 
be very, very slight, but cover it with the ligament, 
connective tissue, and skin, and the extra development 
becomes distinctly appreciable ; it is just on the seat 
of spavin, and we wonder what we are to call it. 


There is no getting away from the fact that we are in 


a disagreeable position. We may satisfy ourselves by 
every possible test that the enlargement is not the 
result of disease but a matter of conformation only, but 
there is this appreciable difference between the two 
hocks which others may be able to see as well as our- 
selves. Very possibly the owner or purchaser may show 
the horse to some other practitioner and casually ask 
his opinion of that hock. This gentleman probably has 
not the chance to make the careful examination that we 
have done, he merely looks at it, compares it with the 
other, and says, Oh, yes, there isa spavin there. The 
owner says, I thought so, or I was afraid there was: and 
though that horse may go sound for years, he will always 
believe that a spavin is there. 

Sometimes both hocks are similarly affected and ap- 
pear lumpy, in this case the diagnosis should be pont 
simplified. It is most unusual, if not impossible, for a 
spavin to form in each hock simultaneously, and the 
facts that the two hocks are symmetrical, that there is 


no lameness, and that both hocks are flexed to the same 
extent, should be quite sufficient ground to prove the 
absence of spavin. 

I trust, gentlemen, that these remarks may not be un- 
worthy of your consideration, and that they may provoke 
a discussion which may prove interesting and profitable. 


The PRESIDENT remarked that he was sure they were 
all very much obliged to Mr. Bloxsuine for the interest- 
ing contribution he had made to the afternoon’s proceed- 
ings. The paper had been a most interesting one, and 
one which ought to give rise to a good discussion. The 
only question was whether they should discuss it that 
day or adjourn it to their next meetiug. 

Mr. LIVESEY suggested that they might open the dis- 
cussion that afternoon, and then adjourn it to the next 
meeting, but on the sugzestion of the President it was 
eventually decided to take the exhibition of post-mortem 
specimens and cases of interest first. 


SPECIMENS AND CASES. 


Mr. LivesEy produced a specimen, handed to him by 
Mr. Leeney, of the gizzard of a duck, which on being 
opened was found to be full of nails. 

Mr. CaAUDWELL produced three specimens of abnormal 
retention of the foetus in cows, and one of the fracture 
of the tibia in a horse, with the following notes :— 


FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA. 


On Saturday morning last I was asked to examine a 
nag mare as to lameness. She had been driven two 
short journeys the same morning, and on returning 
home the second time she slipped on an iron inspection 
cover in the road, and suddenly fell lame on the near 
hind Jeg. I examined the limb and foot and could 
detect no evidence of pain or flinching except in the 
hock, which was the seat of a big old bone spavin. My 
advice was to place her in a loose box and apply hot 
fomentations to the hock. Slinging was impractic- 
able, as she was heavy in foal and due to foal in three 
weeks hence. The following morning I received a tele- 
phone message asking me to see her again, as they 
thought her leg was broken. I found her lying down on 
the off side, and the deformity of the near hind limb at 
once indicated that a fracture of the tibia with displace- 
ment had occurred. The animal was forthwith des- 
troyed. A post-mortem examination disclosed a com- 
minuted fracture extending across the grooves and 
malleoli of the tibia, and half way up the shaft of the 
bone. Also an oblique fracture extending from the 
upper part of the ridge of the bone in an oblique direc- 
tion downward and backward, and some intermediate _ 
smaller fractures. 

It appears probable that the fracture at its articula- 
tion with the astragalus happened when the mare 
slipped, on returning home, and that the other frac- 
tures and displacement occurred in lying down during 
the same night, but I would value your opinion 
about it. 


ABNORMAL RETENTION OF THE Fetus. 


Case 1.—On July 17th, 1908, I was requested to 
examine a Jersey cow, which was due to calve a month 
epee 6 She was apparently in good health, but 

ad not the appearance of an in-calf cow. No foetus 
could be felt by external examination, and the os uteri I 
found was firmly closed. On examination per rectum 
I discovered that the uterus contained something hard. 
I advised that she should be kept under observation to 
notice whether she passed a foetus. 

On Sept. 7th (about 12 weeks after the normal term 
of gestation had expired) the cowman noticed at 7 a.m. 
that she was uneasy, and straining a little, and a dis- 
charge escaped from the vagina. About five hours 
later she ejected two mummified fcetuses in their mem- 
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branes. I advised that she should not be served again 
until three or four months had elapsed. That advice 
was acted upon, and about October, 1909, and again in 
1910, she gave birth toa full-term heifer calf, and the 
cow and her progeny continue in good health. 

Case I7—On the 14th June, 1906, I was asked to 
attend a Jersey cow, seven years %ld. She was strain- 
ing frequently and severely, and passed thick mucus 
from the vagina. She was due to calve three months 
previously. External examination failed to detect a 
gravid uterus. Exploration per vaginam found the os 
uteri firmly closed, and no fcetus could be discovered. 
The pains gradually subsided under treatment, and in a 
few days ceased entirely. 

On the 23rd of the same month she showed signs of 
cestrum, and was taken to and received the bull. The 
same afternoon she a mummified fvetus similar 
to those which I have brought here, and which evidently 
had been dead a long time. 

I may add that about Christmas, 1905, when she was 
six months gone in calf, complaints were made about her 
milk having a bitter taste. Probably death of the foetus 
had occurred prior to this and may have been responsible 
for the bad flavour of the milk. 

Case I7J.—An in-foal Shire mare, which was turned 
out’in a meadow, having gone her full time showed 
signs of foaling and was brought into a loose-box, where 
she speedily gave birth to a fully developed dead foal. 
Coincident with this event, near a gate in the same 
meadow, was found a small equine foetus, which had ap- 
parently died about the seventh or eighth month of ges- 
tation. It is supposed that the mare had given birth to 
it also, as she was the only pregnant mare on the farm. 
About the end of the previous year the mare suffered 
slight colicy pains, so assuming that she was the parent 
of both, it seems probable that one foetus died about 
that time and was retained the full term of gestation. 


Mr. Stocock expressed the opinion that the foetuses 
had died in the process of development, and he inciden- 
tally remarked that they only tended to establish the 
— septic infection in the uterus was very rare in 
cattle. 

On the vroposition of Mr. Burt, seconded by Mr. 
Bloxsome, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the two 
gentlemen for their interesting cases ; and on the propo- 
sition of Mr. Wall, seconded by Mr. Leeney, it was then 
decided to adjourn the discussion on Mr. Bloxsome’s 
paper until the next meeting. 
lhe PRESIDENT reported that at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee earlier in the afternoon it was de- 
cided to purchase certain dental instruments for the use 
of the members, includin:, Arnold’s improved cutter 
(four blades), Routledge’s extractor with lever, and one 
other extractor ; in oak case. 

On the proposition of Mr. Bloxsome, seconded by Mr. 
Archer, their decision was confirmed. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that this concluded the 
business on the agenda, and it only remained for him 
to thank them all for their kindness to him during his 
year of office. He was afraid he had not made a very 
good president. For one thing he could not talk like 
most of the Presidents they had had, and therefore he 
was afraid their proceedings, although they might not 
have been quite so protracted, had not been nearly so 
interesting as they had been in the past, and would, he 
hoped, be again in the future. At the same time he had 
enjoyed himself thoroughly, and he had a great deal to 
thank them for in many ways. 

Mr. CAUDWELL that 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Burt for hi 
chair. 


accord «a very 
8 services in the 


Personally, he regretted that he had not been 


able to attend more of the meetings, because he felt he 
had lost a great deal by his absence, but this did not 
detract from their indebtedness to Mr. Burt for the able 
manner in which he had filled the Presidential chair dur- 
year. 

r. HuntinG had much pleasure in seconding this. 
Mr. Burt, he observed, tried to detract from his own 
value, but he deceived nobody but himself. He had 
tried to cover up the good he had done with an indiffer- 
ence and a pretence of laziness which did not exist, and 
as for his saying he could not talk—the very first meet- 
ing under his chairmanship was an eye-opener to the 
contrary. Before that they really did believe him when 
he had told them he could not talk, but now it was no 
use his telling them that again because none of them 
would ever believe him. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Livesey, in supporting the proposition, especially 
alluded to Mr. Burt’s hospitality on the occasion of the 
Brighton meeting last September, addinz that they who 
lived at Brighton really felt very proud of him, and on 
being put to the vote the proposition was carried by 
acclamation. 

Mr. Burt acknowledged the compliment with a brief 
but effective “Gentlemen, Iam really very much obliged 


to you.” 
J. Atex. Topp, Hon. Sec. 


Tuberculosis (Animals) Committee. 


A meeting of the Executive of the Tuberculosis 
(Animals) Committee was held at 16, Bedford Square, 
London, W.C., on Wednesday the 5th April, 1911, the 
Earl of Northbrook (chairman) presiding. There were 
also present—Lord Kenyon, Professor Sir John M‘Fady- 
ean, Mr. J. Bowen-Jones, Mr. Richardson Carr, and 
others. The Committee proceeded to consider the ques- 
tion of making a recommendation to the Board of Agri- 
culture that part of the grant from the Development 
Fund for agricultural purposes should be applied to 
dealing with tuberculosis in cattle. Eventually the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted, and a copy 
ordered to be forwarded to the President of the Board of 
Agriculture :— 


“This Committee are of opinion that the Tuberculosis 
Order of 27th May, 1909, should be put into operation 
without delay, provided compensation is not made 
a charge upon the local rates ; and they respectfully 
request the Board of Agriculture to prepare and sub- 
mit a scheme to the Development Commissioners with 
a view to providing the necessary funds for the pay- 
ment of compensation under the Order.” 


Glanders in South America, 


Glanders is working havoc among the horses of San 
Paulo and Bahia (Brazil), without, however, inducin 
any special action to counteract its effects on the part o 
the authorities. Naturally Uruguayan breeders are 
getting uneasy at this, and are urging their Government 
to approach the Brazilian States with the su-gestion 
that the infested zones should be rigorously isolated, 
and also that Uruguayan ports be temporarily closed 
against live stock from Brazil. The greatest danger lies 
in the spread of the disease to the State of Rio Grande 
(Brazil), in which case it would be next to impossible 
to prevent the infection reaching Uruguay owing to the 
difficulties of watching such an extended frontier.— Live 
Stock Journal. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders Sheep} 

and-Mouth | (including | Counties | Scab.| Swine Fever. 

Outbreaks Animals Farcy) Affected 

Gon.) Re | Re. | Out-| Ani-| Out-| Ani-| Animals | Out-] Out- | Slaugh. 
firm’d|ported firm’d mals. [breaks mals.| Attacked breaks breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 15] 17 18 4 7 2 40 560 
1910 31 39 23 159 
ee th 1909 30 43 20| 78|London 5] 14] 39 | 357 
1908 19 42 10| 51 | 9] 45 | 236 
Total for 15 weeks,1911 | 300 349 1 1s} 57| 192 282] 615 | 6859 
Middlesex 2 
' 1910 465 577 107 | 286 293} 346 | 2626 
1909 423 599 184 | 734 391} 428 | 3929 
= 1908 373 529 3 | 112] 244} 830 591] 475 | 2366 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 18, 1911. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 

IRELAND. Week ended April 15 1 4 3 39 
1910 ... 1 9 7 191 
Corresponding Week in 1909 ... 2 7 1 7 
1908 .. a 6 8 98 
Total for 15 weeks, 1911 3 3 1 2 36 213 41 723 
2 6 26 270 20 496 
Corresponding period in {3309 2 2 34 246 10 80 
1908 3 6 15 231 48 | 1102 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 18, 1911 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Poisoned by Yew: Liability of Agister. 


At Lancaster County Court, before Judge Hans 
Hamilton, an action was brought by Dr. John Joseph 
Butler, of Carnforth, against Mr. nard Pilkington, 
Barrymore, Hoylake, to recover £40 damages for the 
joss of a mare agisted with defendant in Leighton Park, 
Yealand, which had eaten part of a yew tree which it 
was alleged defendant negligently and without reason- 
able care allowed to remain in the Park. Mr. J. T. San- 
derson appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. J. C. Jackson 
(instructed by Messrs. Maxsted, Gibsons, and Sturton) 
or the defendant. 

Mr. Sanderson stated that in April, 1909, defendant 
advertised grazing for cattle in Leighton Park. Plaintiff 
sent some cattle and horses for agistment that year, and 
in April of last year arranged with defendant’s foreman, 
named Pearson, to agist three horses, including the 
mare. From time to time plaintiff went to see the 
horses, and two days before she died found the mare in 
very good condition and perfectly healthy. On the 12th 
January he received a letter from Mr. Seed (defendant’s 
ecund) stating that he had found the mare died in 

in, as she was very much swollen. That letter was 
important because swelling was a characteristic of death 
from poisoning by eating yew. On the following morn- 
ing piaintiff went to the Park with Seed and saw the 
mare lying within 15 yards from a group of yew trees in 
a distant corner of the Park. The branches of the yews 
were drooping to the ground, and the leaves and bran- 
ches had been recently cropped. He drew Seed’s atten- 
tion to this, and said the horse had been eating yew, 
and Seed apparently agreed that it had. The carcase 
was removed to Lancaster, and when its stomach was 
opened there was found a large pitch of yew clippings, 


On the 17th January plaintiff wrote to the defendant 
who — that he was exceedingly sorry, but the mare 
had had a very bad cold and cough for a few days, and 
had shown strong signs of pleurisy, which would account 
for her eating the yew, as a healthy animal would not 
eat yew. Further correspondence ensued, in which de- 
fendant denied liability for the loss of the animal. At 
the present time the yew trees had been cut so that 
cattle could not reach them. He contended that defen- 
dant had not exercised reasonable care. 

Dr. Butler corroborated as to the facts, and said the 
mare was rising ten years old and was used for breeding 
purposes, the two colts being her foals. The mare was 
sired by Lord Montebegon, one of the late Col. Foster’s 
horses. The valued the mare at 50 guineas, and he had 
£100 offered for her as a four-year-old. She was in foal 
to General Togo. There were five yew trees within an 
area of 60 allie and the lowest branches were about 
two feet from the ground. The branches of the tree 
were nibbled and sap was oozing from them. The yews 
were not fenced, and were in a remote corner of the Park. 
When he saw the mare two days before she died she was 
in the pink of condition. 

Cross-examined, he said two years ago he agisted the 
colts at Hall’s, Silverdale, but he did not know there 
were hundreds of yew trees on the land. He did not see 
one. Podmore did not tell him that defendant would 
not take any responsibility for the horses owing to risk 
from the rough ground. 

By His Honour: The chest of the mare was not 
opened, and no pleurisy could be discovered without the 
chest was opened. If the mare had died from pleurisy 
the stomach would not necessarily be swollen ; that was 


the result from a direct irritant. 
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John Ormrod, horse slaughterer, employed by John 
Currie, Lancaster, said he brought the carcase to Lan- 
caster. When opened there was green stuff and bits of 
stalks in the stomach. 

Cross-examined : There were spots on the side of the 
big bowel which I said was a sign of pleurisy. 

y His Honour: Dr. Butler did not see the spots. 

Re-examined : We found afterwards the spots were 
greasy spots formed after death. 

John Currey, knacker, said he cut the mare up. She 
was in splendid condition. There were parts of yew tree 
inthe stomach. There was no sign of pleurisy. 

Mr. J. Robertson, veterinary surgeon, Lancaster, gave 
evidence as to the post-mortem symptoms of yew poison- 
ing. The condition of the mare described by the wit- 
nesses was perfectly consistent with yew poisoning. 

Cross-examined : It was not a fact that cattle and 
horses would only eat yew when they were in bad con- 
dition. A horse would eat bark and sprigs of trees at 
any time. He considered it negligent to graze horses 
where there were yew trees. 

Re-examined: If there were yew trees in a field 
where cattle were grazed they should be fenced off or cut 


down. 

Mr. 8. B. Harris, Hall Farm, Over Kellet, said he had 
agisted the mare when it was three years old. She was a 
very good mare, and if he got a porte customer he should 
have got £40 for it. 

Mr. Jackson, for the defence, contended that plaintiff 
must either prove gross general negligence or some 
special act of negligence. In the letting of land for 

istment there was no guarantee that the ad was suit- 
able for the purpose, and unless it could be proved that 
defendant was concealing some defect he was not liable. 
ro ay from the legal aspect, when Dr. Butler arranged to 
take his horses in 1909, Podmore told him explicitly that 
defendant would accept no risks, because of the danger- 
ous nature of the Park and that it was not a proper 
place for agisting valuable horses. 

His Honour : That is a rather curious proposition. 

Mr. Jackson said not at all. The land was full of 
rabbit holes, crevices and rocks. Was a man going to 
allow another to send horses there at 1/10 per week and 
take all the risks? 

William Podmore, stud groom for Mr. C. M. Prior, 
Winslow, Bucks, said in 1909 he was employed by the 
defendant at Leighton Park. Up to 1909 Mr. Pilking- 
ton would not have any horses in the Park except his 
own, but plaintiff came and wanted his horses to go 
there. He told him Mr. Pilkington would not take any 
risks whatever. The risks he meant were the horses 

tting out or injuring themselves. Plaintiff passed 
through the Park almost daily. He valued the mare at 
£20. She was only 14 hands. 

Cross-examined : One of Mr. Pilkington’s horses was 
worth nearly a thousand guineas, and it was turned out 
with other valuable thoroughbreds in the Park, but the 
did not go where the yew trees were. He did not tell 
Dr. Butler there seed trees in the Park. Mr. Pil- 
kington lost a Clydesdale mare in Scotland from yew 
poisoning. 

George Seed, farm bailiff at hapten Hall Farm, said 
the horses were agisted at plaintiff’s risk, and they had 
instructions not to accept them at defendant’s risk. He 
valued the mare at £12 if put into the market. She 
had a cough from the 29th of November up to when 
she died. 

Robert Walker, Yealand Hall farm, said he had a 
horse grazing in the Park and was told it was there at his 
own risk. He removed his horse because he was told 


plaintiff's horse was coughing. 

Thomas Hall, Brown Point, Silverdale, said two years 
ago plaintiff agisted two colts on his land, which was 
very rough, contained about 200 yew trees, and also had 

crevices. Plaintiff had been on the land many a 


time, but never objected to the yew trees. The horses 
would be on the land at plaintiff’s risk—that was the rule 
of the country. 7 

Further evidence was giver, and Mr. H. Armitstead, 
auctioneer, said he appraised the value of the two colts, 
sons of the mare, at £25 and £20 respectively. Dr. 
Butler’s valuation was £70 and £50. 

His Honour found that the mare died from eating yew, 
and that it was never in the contemplation of Podmore 
when he made the arrangement with Dr. Butler that 
there was any danger from the presence of yew trees. If 
he knew there were yew trees there it was his duty to 
have informed Dr. Butler before the agistment. Defen- 
dant invited people to agist catule and accepted plaintiff's 
horses although he (defendant) had lost a valuable horse 
through yew poisoning, and was therefore guilty of 
negligence and want of care. The verdict would be for 
the plaintiff for £30. 

Mr. Jackson, on the points of law raised, asked for a 
stay of execution, but His Honour refused to accede, 
remarking that he was perfectly clear on the matter. He 
complimented the advocates on both sides on the way in 
which the case had been argued. 


Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 


An appeal on behalf of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, has been issued by a representa- 
tive body of gentlemen, including Sir Wm. Turner, 
K.C.B., LL.D., chairman of the Board of Management ; 
Lord Provost W. S. Brown ; Councillor Henry Rawson ; 
Mr. A. Inglis M‘Callum, M.R.c.v.s., J.p., Edinburgh ; 
Mr. John M‘Hutchen Dobbie, Campend, Dalkeith ; Mr. 
Archibald Baird, m.R.c.v.s., Edinburgh; Mr. Andrew 
Spreull, r.x.c.v.s., Dundee ; Mr. David Allan, M.R.c.v.s., 
Clarkston, Busby ; and Mr. Charles E. Price, m.p., Edin- 
burgh, setting forth the urgent need for new College 
buildings, more extensive and in a more suitable situa- 
tion than those erected by the late Mr. William Dick, 
the founder, about the year 1823. It was pointed out 
that Mr. Dick bequeathed the College buildings for the 
use of the public, while his sister left her fortune to 
endow a chair of physiology in the College, and also a 
chair of comparative anatomy in the University of Edin- 
burgh. In 1905 these endowments were supplemented 
by a donation of £15,000 from Mr. A. Inglis M‘Callum, 
M.R.C.V.S., for the purpose of founding a chair of patho- 
logy and bacteriology. The College, it is said, possesses 
a larger fund for the endowment of its chairs than any 
school of veterinary medicine in the United Kingdom. 
The buildings, though substantial, are inadequate and 
incapable of extension, being shut in on every side by 
high dwelling-houses, while the laboratories and lecture 
rooms are neither, in construction nor in equipment, 
suitable for the teaching and scientific research now de- 
manded from a veterinary college of first rank. The 
Board of Management have therefore agreed to purchase 
with possession at Whitsunday, 1911, a valuable stance 
extending to about one and a half acres, situated at the 
east end of the Meadows, having this great stretch of 
public — in frent, and purpose to erect on this site a 
new college capable of meeting all the demands conse- 
quent on the great advance of veterinary science. 

Contributions to the amount of £19,361 5s. have been 
intimated, including £2,000 from Mr. A. I. M‘Callum 
towards the purchase of the site, and £8,000 towards 
buildings and equipment, conditional on the rest of the 
money required being raised. The tutal cost of the site 
and buildings as planned approaches £50,000, and of 
this the department will contribute one-half, leaving 
the remaining half to be raised by the Board of Manage- 
ment. The sum now required to carry out the scheme 
is £5,638. The Board, therefore, appeal to all interested 
in the advancement of veterinary teaching and practice 
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to contribute to the building fund, so as to secure to the 
full extent the Department’s grant and Mr. M‘Callum’s 

ift of £8,000, and thus make the College worthy of the 
igh place which Scotland occupies in agriculture, as 
well as to maintain its reputation in this branch of the 
healing art, which is of essential importance in connec- 
tion with the breeding, rearing, and fattening of all kinds 
of stock. 

Subscriptions may be paid in one sum, or by instal- 
ments extending over two years. They should be inti- 
mated or sent, and cheques should be made payable to 
Mr. Robert Anderson, s.s.c., 37, York Place, Ldinburgh, 
the secretary, or they may be paid direct to the Build- 
ing Fund Account with the Royal Bank of Scotland, St. 
Andrew Square, Edinburgh. ihe 


Edinburgh Town Council discussed a recommendation 
of the Lord Provost’s Committee to vote £300 per 
annum for three years out of the equivalent grant to the 
funds of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. It was 
proposed that the grant should be delayed until the 
accounts of the College were published in May. Coun- 
cillor Stevenson criticised the College management. 
Lord Provost Brown repudiated the assertion that the 
College had been loosely managed. The College could 
not be run for profit ; it was an educational institution 
which was necessary for such an educational centre as 
Edinburgh. It was also proposed that the grant should 
be for one year. It was resolved by 19 votes to 17 to 
grant £300 for three years. 


Diseased Meat—Authority to Prosecute 


In the High Court of Justice King’s Bench Division 
before the Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Bray, an 
Mr. Justice Bankes. 

Dopp v. PEARSON. A case was stated by Justices of 
Nantwich, and raised a question whether proceedings 
can be taken under Section 117 of the Public Health 
Act, 1875. by a superintendent of police who is not a 
representative of a local authority, and has not obtained 
the consent in writing of the Attorney-General. 

Mr. Leycester appeared for the appellant ; and Mr. 
Cecil Walsh appeared for the respondent. 

On Nov. 7, 1910, the appellant, a farmer, was summoned 
before the Justices for having on Sept. 19, 1910, unlaw- 
fully had in his possession for the purpose of preparation 
for sale the carcase of a cow intended for the food of 
man which was diseased, unsound, unwholesome, or un- 
fit for the food of man, contrary to Section 117 of the 
Public Health Act, 1875. The Justices convicted and 
fined the appellant £20 and costs. 

It appeared that about 1 a.m. on September 19 a 
police officer called at the appellant’s farm and saw there 
the carcase in question, which had been cut up and 
dressed. The appellant admitted that the carcase was 
diseased, but denied that he had intended it for the 
food of man. He said that before the visit of the police 
officer his attention had been called to its condition, and 
he had given orders to his servants that it was to be 
boiled and supplied to the pigs which he kept at the 
farm. The local medical officer of health reported the 
matter to the Rural District Council on October 1, but 
they decided not to prosecute. Thereupon the respond- 
ent, who was the superintent of police for the district, 
laid an information which led to the conviction now ap- 


pealed from. 


THe APPELLANT'S CASE. 


Mr. Leycester submitted that the conviction could not 
be supported. Proceedings for the recovery of penalties 
under the Public Health Act were governed by Section 
253 ; and ina case such as this 9 prosecution could only 
be instituted either by a party aggrieved, by the local 
authority of the district in which the offence was com- 


mitted, or by some one who had first obtained the con - 
sent in of the Attorney-General—Fletcher v. 
Hudson (5 ex. D., 287). 

If a police-superintendent thought the local authority 
had neglected its duty in refusing to prosecute he should 
go to the for consent to his taking 
the matter up himself, or if it wasa case of nuisance he 
could apply to the Local Government Board under 
Section 106. 

For the respondent it had been argued that as there 
was nothing in Section 117 to limit the class of persons 
who could take proceedings ; any one could prosecute, 
but that ignored Section 253. It was then suggested 
that the police superintendent was a party aggrieved 
within the meaning of the section as he was responsible 
for the safety of the district ; but he was not responsible 
for preventing infringements of all laws, though he 
might be for maintaining public order. And the words 
“partly aggrieved” had been judicially considered in 
— cases and could not now be held to include the 
police. 

If the police could act on their own initiative in such 
a case as this they would also be able to do so in cases 
of nuisance, but the fact that in nuisance cases they 
were specially authorised to act if the Local Govern- 
ment Board allowed them showed that they could not 
act by themselves. Giebler v. Manning ( {1806} 1 K.B., 
709) relied on by the respondent, was decided under 
another Act in which the provisions were different. 
Jobson v. Henderson (64 J.P., 425) was no authority 
for saying that the police could act without leave in 
cases where Section 253 applied. 


THe RESPONDENT'S CASE. 


Mr. Walsh, for the respondent, referred to a statement 
in Lumley’s Public Health, 7th edition, p. 226, which 
said “it would appear that a private individual may 
prosecute,” and submitted that the opinion of such an 
authority was entitled to weight. 

He said he would not rely on the contention put for- 
ward before the Justices, that the respondent was a 
a aggrieved within the section. The only point he 
would rely on was that proceedings under Section 117 
were not included in Section 253 at all. The latter 
section only applied where there was no express 
provision to the contrary in the Act, and he submitted 
that Sections 116 and 117, which must be read together, 
dealt in a special way with special circumstances and 
were impliedly an express provision to the contrary. 
F © this was not a proceeding to recover a penalty 
at all. 

JUDGMENT. 


The Lord Chief Justice in giving judgment said 
they need not trouble Mr. Leycester to reply. Mr. 
Walsh had argued the only point of any substance that 
was open to him, namely, that the combined effect of 
sections 116 and 117 took the case out of the provisions 
of section 253. There was so much to be said in favour 
of the results which would follow from this view that he 
would have adopted it if he could have seen his way to 
doing so. But in his judgment the effect of those sec 
tions taken together was not enough. 

The proceedings were highly penal ; meat may be 
seized and destroyed withcut notice, and its owner 
might be liable to a penalty, though he had been 
entirely ignorant that the meat was bad. Here the 
police had prosecuted on their own account without get- 
ting the consent of the Attorney-General ; and there was 
no one who could be called a person aggrieved, for the 
meat had been destroyed before it had been sold. In 
this view the proceedings were clearly proceedings to 
recover a penalty, and seeing that in other parts of the 
Act there were express provisions authorizing persons at 
large to prosecute, they could not construe sections 116 


i 
rses | 
‘ule 
ad, 
Its, 4 
Dr. 
" 
ew, 
ore a 
hat 
If 
_to 4 
en- 
iff’s 
rse 
of 
for al 
Pa 
de, 
He 4 
in 
ry 
ta- 
er, 
it ; 
n 4 | 
h; 
Ir. 
ew 
8.; He 
in- 
ge 
la- 
‘k, 
ut 
he 
to 
a 
n- 
od 
n, 
es 
| 
n. 
id 
it, a 
e- | 
ne 
se 
of 
a 
Ga 


692 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April 22, 1911 


and 117 as giving suchauthority. The conviction there- 
fore must be quashed, and the appeal would be allowed 
with costs. 
Mr. Justice Bray and Mr. Justice Bankes concurred. 
Solicitors: J. M. Voss, for J. P. Whittingham, Nant- 
wich ; Philpot and Co., for Potts, Gardner and Co., 
Chester—7he Times. 


Alfort Veterinary School Ball. 


This was held under the yey ! of the Minister 
of Agriculture at the Grand Hotel, Paris, on January 
28th, and is held annually under the auspices of the 
Friendly Association of the ex-students with the help 
of the present ones. The President of the Repuublic 
and several Ministers honoured the company with their 
presence. After the usual presentations to the President 
who afterwards made a speech eulogising the practi- 
tioners and scientists of the veterinary profession in 
their relation with agriculture and the country. M. 
Falliéres gave the Ball Committee 500 f. before leaving. 


Testimonial to Principal Dewar. 


The Committee desire to acknowledge receipt of the 
following subscriptions to testimonial fund from Messrs. 


A. R. Routledge, Louth ¢ 36 
W. Laing, Turriff 10 0 
J. Gilroy McGregor, Greenock 10 6 
E. Faulkner, Manchester a 
J. J. M. Soutar, Lieut. a.v.c. 10 0 
W. Hepburn, Aberdeen 
W. Anderson, Keith 2.8 

£5 14 6 


Jas. ANDERSON, Hon. Sec. 
D. A. Hosrorp, Lieut., 7'reas. 


Royal (Dick) Vet. Coll., Edinburgh. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons desires to acknowledge the receipt of further 
donations to the College funds, from Messrs. 


Lieut. J. Harrison, A.v.c., India 3 6 
H. Epsom, Surrey ts 
D. Pugh, Sevenoaks, Kent ‘Te? 
Amount previously acknowledged 8017 9 
£84 0 0 


Personal. 


Mr. Brown, M.R.c.v.s., Banchory, has made 
a plucky purchase of a very promising yearling filly from 
the Surradale Stud. She is named May Allan, and is 
sired by the successful breeding horse Allandale, 12418. 
Her dam is May, by Prince Robert, the sire of Hiawatha, 
whilst her g.-dam is Haidee, by Prince of Wales, 673. 
This filly is full sister to the beautiful stallion Clandale, 
which has won so many prizes for Mr. Ferguson, includ- 
ing the mys ge at the Royal Northern Show in 
J » % last. Mr. Brown has a keen eye for a good Clydes- 
dale, and the future of his foundation to h will 
be interesting.— JN. B. A. 


is stu 


OBITUARY. 

THomas Joyce FLEMING, M.R.C.v.s., Aberdeen. 
; Graduated, Edin: Dec., 1899. 
Death ensued on conyers, from an ulcerated varix on 
3rd inst.” He had been attending professionally at a farm 
when a blood vessel burst, and he me unconscious 
expiring in a few minutes, and before medical aid could 
procured. Mr. Fleming had been in practice in the 
city for about eighteen months. He was thirty-eight 
me = age, unmarried, and a native of Portrush, 

reland. 


Joun W. GRESWELL, M.B.C.Vv.S., Lincoln Road, Peter- 
borough. Lond: April, 1868. 
Mr. Gresswell died on Monday, April 17, from cardiac 

asthma, at the age of 65 years. 
Ropert ALBERT STOCK, F.R.C.V.S.. Henley-on-Thames. 
Lond: April, 1866. F. March, 1881. 


Death occurred on Thursday, April 13th, from cancer 
of the stomach. His age was 71. 


CRITCHLEY AND SMITH, V. WATSON. 
Sir, 

I crave a small space in your valuable and widely read 
paper to reply to ‘‘ Justitia’s’’ letter in your last issue, 
‘* Justitia ’’ writes from what he read in a newspaper re- 
port, and consequently only knows some things in connec- 
tion with the case. 

Ishould like ‘‘ Justitia’’ and others who have noticed 

the case, to know a few more details than have been supplied 
by the Press, I was precognosed by both sides. I declined 
to voluntarily appear for either side. The lawyer for each 
party called upon me with a subpwna. The lawyer for the 
plaintiffs arrived first and served the subpoena. The lawyer 
for the defendant, on arrival and hearing that I had been 
subpeened, did not serve me with his one, as he was satis- 
fied I should have to be present in Court. I expressed my 
own opinion when in the witness box, that I should always 
like to have a certain number of men to cast the patient for 
me—and that I did not like to cast horses for operation in 
loose boxes. 
Finally, the Judge, in summing up to the jury, seemed 
to me to direct the jury to find for the defendant, ‘‘ because 
it was an accident, and Prof. Williams had stated that acci- 
dents happened under the best of regulations.”’ 

I might add that Mr. Watson and his solicitor thanked me 
for my evidence!! whatever that may mean.—Yours 
truly, W. Owen 


TENDERS FOR PROFESSIONAL WORK. 
Sir, 

I have only just now seen Mr. Hide’s letter and cutting 
in your issue of 8th inst., and would be obliged if you would 
publish this letter in your next issue. 

In February, 1910, tenders were first advertised for by 
the Tottenham Council, and when I next met Mr. Hide I 
told him that I was going to tender at 17s. 6d. per horse 
(thinking examinations would be extra as usual). He did 
not criticise the fee, and I understood that he would not 
tender. 

When the forms were published, the fee had to include 
examinations, but I did not alter it and sent in at 17s. 6d. 
I was duly notified that Mr. Hide retained the appointment, 
having tendered lower than me. 

Both Mr. Hide and the other applicant live over two 
miles from the horse depdt, and neither of them live in the 
Tottenham Parish; on the other hand I live within four 
minutes walk of the horse depot, and pay over £25 per 
annum in rates to the parish. 

Surely I ought to be able to do the work at a smaller fee 
than anyone living 24 miles farther away, and, as you see, 
my tender is only a shilling less. 

Thanking you in anticipation for insertion, I remain, 


yours faithfully, R. J. Foreman, M.R.C.v.8. 


